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(Spain’s Lost Memory)

•

The bodies of 114,000 people "disappeared" during the Spanish Civil War (19361939) and Franco's dictatorship (1939-1975) remain in mass graves that have
not yet been excavated or commemorated.

•

Memoria Perdida, by photographer Miguel Gonzalez, shows images of the
locations of the mass graves pits and the areas in which these atrocities took
place.

•

The absence of historical memory and the desire to find the truth led Miquel
Gonzalez to investigate these scenes of violence and photograph them.

•

From May 10 and until September 10, 2018 you can see a photographic
exhibition at the Montjuïc Castle in Barcelona, which is based on the research
and work done for the book.
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On May 10, 2018, the photo book Memoria Perdida (Spain’s Lost Memory), which
highlights the lack of historical memory in Spain, was presented in Barcelona.
To this day the bodies of 114,000 "disappeared" during the Spanish Civil War (19361939) and Franco's dictatorship (1939-1975), lie in unmarked mass graves on
roadsides, on the edges of towns and villages, in ravines or fields.
During the Civil War, more than 200,000 civilians were killed by both sides, most of
them far away from the battlefields, in areas without resistance. Three quarters of the
victims, 150,000, were executed in Francoist territory and 20,000 more were shot
during the weeks after Franco's victory.
Memoria Perdida, by photographer Miguel Gonzalez, comprises photographs of the
locations of these graves and related atrocity sites that have not yet been
excavated or commemorated. Many sites have been lost, hidden under new roads or
buildings, or have just disappeared without any hint or sign marking their cruel past.
This lack of historical memory and truth led Miquel Gonzalez to dedicate himself to
document those sites of atrocities and mass graves: “I wanted to approach the atrocity
sites as neutrally as possible and to respond without preconceptions to what I found. I
wanted what cannot be seen ‒ the invisible past ‒ in these photographs to become of
equal importance to the visible present. If I can provoke the viewer to imagine and
ask questions, rather than suggesting answers, this might be the way to link past,
present, identity, landscape and memory.”
Miquel captured each location as close as possible to the hour, day and season of
the year that the atrocity took place. Most of the photographs were taken after
sunset and before sunrise, the preferred hours for ‘taking a walk’ and execution. The
emptiness and silence of those hours give the landscapes a certain serenity that
belies the horrors which occurred there. Although the sites are full of human traces, it
was the absence of people that struck me the most. It made me think about the victims
and somehow re-established their presence in the empty landscapes.
Contact for questions about the project and the use of images:
Miquel Gonzalez
office@miquelgonzalez.com
T. +31 61545860
www.miquelgonzalez.com
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Technical details of the book Miquel Gonzalez: Memoria Perdida
128 pages
50 full colour photographs
320 x 240 mm
English/Spanish
hardcover
Essay by Verena Boos
Design by Peter Jonker
Published by IF-publishers (NL)
ISBN 9789077386248
€ 45, - inclusive VAT
For more information or to purchase the book:
www.miquelgonzalez.com/books

3 press photographs:

Barranco del Carrizal. Órgiva, Granada
A levee was built in 2003, officially to prevent waste from washing down the ravine into the reservoir
below. Human remains surfaced during the works and keep doing so after heavy rains. On 11 August
1936, Manuel López López, deputy mayor of Lanjarón, and his sons Antonio and Félix, were shot by the
Guardia Cívil and Falangists and disappeared in this ravine. A third son, Miguel, was murdered further
down the valley two weeks later. Some 4,000 people were killed and buried in quicklime in this ravine.
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Valle de los Caídos III (Cuelgamuros). Madrid.
The Valley of the Fallen is the site of the largest mass grave in Spain. Built by the forced labour of
political prisoners, and inaugurated on 1 April 1959, it contains the remains of 33,833 people, transported
from all over Spain. The bodies of 12,410 unidentified bodies were transferred here without the
knowledge of their families. The relatives of Ramiro and Manuel Lapeña learned only a few years ago
that they were no longer in the grave where the family had been laying flowers for more than 60 years.
Rainwater has been allowed to leak through fissures in the granite cliff which the monument was carved
out of, flooding parts of the mass graves and leaving wooden boxes containing bones to rot and fall apart.
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Campo de la Bota I. Barcelona.
Forty-four soldiers who had taken part in the military coup were shot here by the Republican authorities
on 9 and 10 October 1936. Between 1939 and 1952, 1,717 people were shot here by the Franco regime, in
front of what was once a 40-m long parapet on the beach. Campo de la Bota has disappeared as it was
completely redeveloped and renamed for the construction of the Parc del Fòrum. On 23 April 1939, 5:00
a.m. Carme Claramunt Bonet, 41, became the first woman to be shot here. In the following months ten
more women held in the Cortes prison (Eugenia González Ramos, 20, Neus Bouza Gil, 22, Cristina
Fernández Perera, 39, Ramona Peralba Sala, 35, Dolors Giorla Laribal, 27, Magdalena Nolla Montseny,
34, Elionor Malich Salvador, 60, Virginia Amposta, 50, Asumpció Puigdelloses Vila, 43, and Inés
Giménez Lumbreras, 24), were also executed.
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Information on the exposition:
All year except 25 December and 1 January.
Monday - Sunday 10.00-18.00h.
Castillo de Montjuïc
Carretera de Montjuïc, 66, 08038 Barcelona
Phone: 932 564 440
www.barcelona.cat/castelldemontjuic
General entry: 5€
Reduced entry: 3€
Organization and production: Castillo de Montjuïc – Dirección de Memoria y Historia –
Instituto de Cultura de Barcelona
Curator: Miquel Gonzalez
Production: MagmaCultura
Museology: Jaume Benabarre
Graphic design: Guille Mendia i Peter Jonker
Correction and translations: textosBCN
©All images: Miquel Gonzalez, www.miquelgonzalez.com
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